Bristol MARAC Referral Criteria
1. Professional Judgement: if a professional has serious concerns about a victim’s safety, they should refer the case to MARAC. There will be occasions where the particular context of a case gives rise to serious concerns even if the victim is unable to disclose the information that might highlight their risk more clearly. This could reflect extreme levels of fear, cultural barriers to disclosure, immigration issues or language barriers. This judgement would be based on the professional’s experience and/or the victim’s perception of their risk even if they do not meet criteria 2 and/or 3 below. 

2. Visible High Risk’: the number of ‘ticks’ on the Risk Assessment checklist. If you have ticked 14 or more ‘yes’ boxes the case will meet the MARAC referral criteria. 
3. Potential Escalation: the number of reported serious incidents to the victim as a result of domestic violence in the past 12 months. This criterion can be used to identify cases where there is not a positive identification of a majority of the risk factors on the list, but where abuse appears to be escalating and where it is appropriate to assess the situation more fully by sharing information at MARAC. It is common practice to start with 3 or more reports in a 12 month period.


RESTICTED WHEN COMPLETED

Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC)

Bristol Referral Form

MARAC referrals should be sent by secure email or other secure method:-

TO: MARAC Coordinator
Tel: 0117 9454322
Fax: 0117 9454344
E mail: daitlockleaze@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk
	Referring agency


	

	Contact name(s)
	

	Telephone/ Email
	

	Date 
	

	Victim name


	
	Victim DOB
	

	Address
	
	Victims Diversity Data

BME


Disability
(Black/ Minority Ethnic)
LGB

(Lesbian/ Gay/ Bisexual)


Gender: M  /  F 
Transgender

	Telephone Number
	
	Is this number safe to call?
	
Y  /  N

	Please insert any relevant contact information e.g. times to call
	

	Perpetrator(s)

name
	
	Perpetrator(s) DOB
	

	Perpetrator(s) address
	
	Relationship to victim
	

	Children

(Please add extra rows if necessary
	DOB
	Relationship to victim
	Relationship to Perpetrator
	Address
	School 
(if known)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Reason for Referral/Additional Information

	Professional Judgement (If you feel the case is high risk)

	Y  /   N
	Visible high risk (14 ticks or more on CAADA – DASH Risk Assessment)
	Y   /   N

	Potential escalation (3 or more incidents reported in the past 12 months)
	Y  /   N
	MARAC repeat (further incident identified within 12 months from the date of the last referral)
	Y  /   N /

Don’t know


	Have you told the victim about this MARAC referral and discussed any safety issues as a result?
	Y  /   N
	If not, why not?
	

	Does the victim agree with the referral to MARAC?
	Y / N – If not please complete the Information Sharing Without Agreement Form

	Who is the victim afraid of and why? (to include all potential threats, and not just from primary perpetrator)


	

	Who does the victim believe it safe to talk to/ not safe to talk to?


	

	Has the victim been referred to any other MARAC previously?


	Y  /  N /
Don’t know
	If yes where/ when?
	

	Is the victim working with a DV specialist agency? / Have you referred them to one?
	Y /    N

If Yes who …………………………………..  
If No - Please inform the victim they will be referred to one of the above and will be contacted by them to get their views for the meeting.

	Any additional information 
	


Please attached completed CAADA DASH Risk Assessment where possible
          Information-Sharing Without Agreement Form

If your client does not agree with your referral to MARAC you can still refer them without their consent if you can justify these requirements.
Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________​​​________
Client Name: ___________________________________________
Legal Authority to Share

	
Local protocol relevant  ____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____
OR

Legal grounds (please tick relevant grounds)


Prevention/detection or crime and/or apprehension or prosecution of offenders (Data Protection Act, s. 29)


To protect vital interests of the data subject; serious harm or matter of life or death (Data Protection , Sch. 2 & 3)


For the administration of justice (usually bringing perpetrators to justice) (Data Protection Act, Sch. 2 & 3)


For the exercise of functions conferred on any person by or under any enactment (police/social services) (Data Protection Act, Sch. 2 & 3)


In accordance with a Court order



Overriding public interest (Common Law)



Child protection – disclosure to social services or police for the exercise of functions under the Children Act, where the public interest in safeguarding the child’s welfare overrides the need to keep the information confidential  (DPA, Sch. 2 & 3)


Right to life  (Human Rights Act, Art. 2)



Right to be free from torture or inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (Human Rights Act, Art.3)



If you have legal authority to share, consider the following:

Balancing Considerations


Client notification

	
Client notified of disclosure(s) and why we are sharing this information?  
Yes/No               Date: 

If not, why not?        




_________________________

_________________________
Signed & dated by Caseworker

Signed and dated by Manager
 The Repeat Criteria:- 





Where a case has already been referred to MARAC the threshold for re-referral is slightly amended. It is possible that a risk assessment is carried out again and the individual meets the threshold.





Agencies need to refer any repeat incidents.  A repeat incident is defined as one where any of the following types of behaviour have taken place within 12 months of the first referral to MARAC:-





Violence or threats of violence to the victim





Where there is a pattern of stalking or harassment





Where rape or sexual abuse is disclosed.








These could tip the decision to disclose either way:


	Pressing need





	Respective risks to those affected





	Interest of other agency/person in receiving it





	Public interest in disclosure





	Human rights of client (Art 8 – right to a private life)





	Duty of confidentiality
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